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The Li{:e You’ve Alwags Wantccl

Spiritua] clisciP]inc? Does that mean wearing a hair shirt or se”~ﬂage”ation, such
as su Poscc”y Practicccl by the QPus Dei assassin in the fictional 7—/76 Pa Viner
Co 2 Not accorcling to our | enten studies author) Jo}m Ortbcrg‘ With
thumor and sParHing anccclotes," and in ways that seem workab]e, Ortbcrg hclPs
us learn how to "train,” notjust "try” for sPiritua] clisciP]iﬂc.

e | jriman

LIFE

YOU'VE

ﬂ\ l 1'..|-"‘1..Ir % \rl.r ‘; Beginning on Sunclay, March 5 and coordinated with worshlr themes, small

4 = o M groups will meet on Sunclay mornings at 10:10 and on | uesda evenings from

W .ﬂk NTE D 7:15 to 845. An oPtiona] Pot‘uck dinner will be held on Tuesc?ays at 6:30. [~ ach
. stuclg will begiﬂ with the showing of a very attractive video of that Clay’s thcmc, fea-

: ' turing Ortberg with a group of co”ege students.

rr

Fourteen facilitators have agreecl to serve as discussion ]eaclers, while deacons have volunteered to he]P
with meals. Southminster's own youth have offered their babysitting services, so childcare will be pro-
vided. (aiven this all-church egort, do consider inviting Family members, friends and neighbors to what

Promises to be an exciting studg.

The Primarg goal of sPiritua] life is human transforma-
tion. ]t is not making sure People know where t}‘seg’re go-
ing, after theg die, or he]Ping them have a richer interior
H:e) or seeing that they have lots of information about

the Bible, although these can be good things. | et’s put

first tl‘nings first. T}‘IC first goal of sPiritual life is the rec-
lamation of the human race, ]t’s morphing time.

~Jo}1n Ortberg

Your Discip]iﬂg Ministry T eam: Marq LcoPardo, I:ag Michae]is, Jean Warcl, Trog Gooding, Kathg
E_rici(son, Melissa Farks, Maureen CJooke and Barb Fcter.




Fastors’ Fe rspectives

| entand] ife
On March I, (Ash Wednesdag), we

enter the season of | ent. | entisa
Period of fort dags (hot counting
Sunda s) begore Eas’cer and was
origina”9 a Period of Preparation (an
education into the faith) for those
who were to be baPtizecl and received
into the church on |~ aster.

| am very excited about our | _enten

focus for preparation — [ he [ ite
P
You’vc,4P/waﬂ5 Wantcal bg John

Ortberg. | like this focus for three
reasons: it sPeaks to evergdagi ordi-
nary PcoPlc like you and me; it pre-
sents a contemPorizec{ understanding
of the sPiritual disciplines that are
and have been at the heart of our
faith since (Christ; and we can share

T here are thirteen cha Pte'rs/Pa rts to
Ortberg’s book. Some of these will
be the theme for Sundag worsl'wipj
beginning Februarg 26 and continu-

ing to Holg Week. The Sundag

| know that [ am missing or
/acé/ng parts of “the life that

/ ve a/waﬂs wanted” or that
Gool has wanted for me.

themefocus will also be explored
during the adult education time be-
tween services. | he remainder of the
themes will be discussed at the T ues-
c{ag evening gatlwerings, [Fachisa
“stand alone” toPic, We will grow
from every one of the thirteen parts in
which we are able to Participate.

| am Finc{ing some of the toPics/

(God command,
rather than suggest,
that we bejogpul?
Whatis a ministry
of interru Ptions?
What would my life
look like if it were a
God—centered, bal-

anced life?

When | am honest with mgsel{:, | know
that|am missing or lacl(ing parts of
“the life that J've always wanted” or
that God has wanted for me. Magbe
this is a time for me to discover what
these are!

| invite and encourage you tojoin me
in seeking T he [ ite You’veA/waﬂs
Wanted as weJou rney through | ent
2006.

in this experience alone as well as to- questions ProFouncl: Where in my life Sceking with you,
gether. am | “double-minded?” V\/hg does Steve Pierce, Pastor
many oFgou made it ajogful landmark suPPor’c of my

Homccoming

Dear [ riends,
[How wonderful itis to be back at

Southminster! | missed you all so
much during my leave, and | am anx-
jous to see, tafi and catch up with
each one oFgou. While it was inter-
esting to cxPerience worship in differ-
ent churches during my time away, it
Just never felt quite like home. |tis so
good to be back with this church fam-
ilgl Thank you for your warm wel-
come upon my return. ] great13 en~
Jogcc{ tEe recePtions after each wor-
shiP service on Februarg 5 (thereis a
Picture of one of the two cakes in my
office if you missed seeing it)! | also
want to thank you for the many birth-
day wishes | received from you last
Fa”? [t was a landmark bir’chday for
me. (] won’t mention which one, but
you all seemed to know which one,

angwag!} To be remembered bg 50

indeed.

| am excited, but not surprised to see
thatin your faithful hands Southmin-
ster's ministries are still vital, creative
and growing, Mang new things have
taken Place while | was away. | am
cager to learn about them] and ] am
very excited about my areas of re-
sPonsibilitg. As you Probab|9 know, |
will Preach every couPle of months,
assist Steve with Pas’coral care, and
serve as the Pas’coral staff to the
Senior High, ]nviting, and [Deacon

ministries.

| want to thank you for a“owing me to
work half time while | pursuc a Ph.D.
in liturgical studies (worship) at
(Garrett-[" va ngelical Theological
Seminarg in " vanston. | am very
aware that if you were to iclenthcg an
ideal staging configuration for
Southminster, it might not include a
half-time Associate Pastor. | am so

gratepul for 3our1qexibi|it3 and your

sense of call to
deePen my knowl-
cdge in this critical
area of our (hris-
tian life. | am confi-
dent that serving as

T(j>our Associate

astor while | stud

will help keep me grounc{ec{ in the
real-life aPPlications of what | am
learning, rather than becoming dis-
tracted }:73 ivory tower musings. Jtis
my fervent hoPe that | can share with
you what | am learning in ways that will
enrich our worship and cleepen our
sPirituanurn63 together.

Again, | cam’t express how wonderful
itis to be with you again. | look for-
ward to reconnecting with each of
you.

|n Christ’s love,
Lo”g Dominski

OUR MISSION: TO INVITE, TO NURTURE, AND TO GO

> |



Fo”owing Our I~ aith

| Women Mcntoring Girls

Just wanted to let those oggou interested in taking art in this wonderful group that there has
been a slight change in our March schedule. |nstead of meeting on the first Sundag of the month,
our meeting will be held on the second Sundag, March 12, 2006.

Time: 12:15 p-m. to 1:30 p.m.

Flace: Church Librarﬂ/éonperence Room

Lunch: $3%.00 per person for sub sandwich, aPPIC and soda

ToPic: Sis’cerhood Clﬁa“enges: "\When Someone (sets Angrg with You"

(| ast month, we studied ways on how to deal with our own anger toward
other People)
Scripturc: Proverbs 20:3 for Feace~Ma‘<ing

Chris’cian of the month: Hildegard of Bingen, who wrote, "\When anger tries to burn up my tabernacle, | will look to
the gooc{ncss of Gocl‘" (10984 | 79)

Joumcy f:orwardZ Mission Moncg
The Fo”owiﬂg lists ways in which ourJourneg f:orwarclZ Mission Moncy has been used:

. Jl” Mi]ﬂer/Joan Sarro - I:aith in Fractice Guatema]an triP, medical mission, suPPlies
o Fresbgteriaﬂ Aicls ]nitiative

o Cure ]ntemationa] ~ building new hosPita!s in third world countries
o [irst Frcsbytcrian Chicago - Head Start Frogram
] Kesourcc & Kcscarch Ccntcr~ furniture for those moving from homelessness into an aPartment

o Joumeys From PADS to FHOFPE - new van

o Forman Christian Co”cge

o Da]it/Untouchab]cs

o Young Men’s E_clucationa] Network (YMEN) - computer for theirlab
° Kathy and Ai(l Matsusl‘n’ma ~A”3anian Mission

o Liﬂcla McCarty - translator in Guatemala

Joumcy f:orwardZ uPdatc

lnformation related to the status oFJoumey ]:orwarcizwas requested at the meeting of the congregation on Febrw
aryl 2, 2006. (Joumeg Forward’is the Prczject — construction and Financing — that renovated our church home; it
was comPletec{ in 2004.)

The current mortgage balance on the loan for this Prczject is $351,800. We have nineteen years remaining on a
twenty-year loan. | he interest rate on this loanis 5.48% through Januarg 2010 and may (and Probabl9 will) change
thereafter. A sPecial debt reduction emPhasis in 2005 resulted in gipcs and Pleciges, which are being used to reduce
the annual Pagment on the loan. Our annual loan bayments are $ 30,000. ]n 2006, $11,800 will come from 2006
general fund receipts; the balance will come from the JFZ sPecial Plec{ge/gift fund.

lpgou would like to make a ghct to the JFZ Mortgage Reduction [Tund, Please use the blue envelopes in your offer-
ing envelope box or the pew envelopes and check the JFZ box. [Further questions? (Contact the Stewarclship -
nance elders, Sandg Weicher and/or (ushman Grag.

Q
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(ihilciren’s ( orner

Kingdom Doors ( date
A c{isciple KNOWS, GR5W5 AND GOES with Jesus and the Gospel‘ The childrenin Kingdom Doors

are lcarning the signiﬁcance of these three words in the current unit of Kingdom Doors that began on Februarg i9
and runs througlﬁ March 26. Through the activities of the six different workshops (Art, Cooking, Evangelism,
Joumeg, Nature and S’corgte“ing}, the children are learning what it means to be a disciple oFJesus.

Kiddie Kingdom uPdatc From our [Hearts to Thcirs

"Jesus is Alivel" is the Kiddie King~ A big envelope of Valentines was sent to the Or’colano Family of GUH:Port,
dom unitfor sPring, The children will MississiPPi from the childrenin Kingclom Doors — another way

be leaming about Jesus’ Resurrec-  Jto show this Familﬁ the love of (God and su pport from their

tion and about Paul and the Earlg Southminster

Ch : urch Familg.

Mardi Giras Fancake Supper and Sock HOP

| astcallto sign up for this year's Mardi (Gras to be held on March 3, beginning at 645. | he
cost per person is $5.00. | oreserve your Place for this fun evening, Please call Sue McCurclg
toc{agl lfyou would like to send some of our Mardi (Gras sPirit down to our acloptecl Mississippi
Familg, we will be co”ecting ghct cardsin any amount from either WalMart, JC Fenneg, K mart or
Sears to helP | isa Ortolano Purchase much needed things for her home.

News from the [Fox \/a"cg [Habitat Amq:iliatc

Flans are unc{crwag for the second annual “Soiree” at the Sanfilippo estate in Barring’con Hills in 5eptem—
ber. The Affiliate needs volunteers to helP Plan this majorfunclraising event. ]F}jou’re interested, contact BI”
Klaves at 847.836.14%2.

Patterned after successful [Habitat ReStore locations around the country, the [Fox \/a||<33 Affiliate will open its
own ReStore in Elgin this month. T he ReStore accepts donations of new, used and excess building materials and

aPPliances (all donated items are tax-deductible), which are then sold to the general Public. Revenue is used to fund
local [Habitat homes. A (Grand Opening celebration is Planned for March.

|t's Per CaPita T imeltt
What, you say, is per capita? Per Capita is the amount Southmins’cer pays to support the Fresbytery, 53nocl and
(eneral Assembg

]Fgou have not yet submitted your per capi’ca, thereis a per caPita envelope in your box of envelopes. We aPPreci~

. This year’s Per CaPita amountis $27 per church member, incluc{ing confirmed young adults.

ate your assistance with this expenselll

(areen TiPs

Radio Shack in Arlington f"‘leights at 843 N. Wilke accepts old batteries for recycling. Flease clroP off used bat-

teries instead of throwing them away.
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Col*mrin L 1:2%11

Wa:n/a Do a (Good Deed Tlnis Month?

i For many years, Southmins’cer hasjoinecl other churches interested in helping girls learn to suc~
P i ) ; ) ) O L )

PR cessmcung raise their children clesplte difficult conditions. The “Have a Hear’c” spring shower for
_-‘:_ ’:,‘: L teenage mothers at Christc;rlﬁer [House is scheduled for Tuesc{ag, APril 25, and once again,
o ‘f ): Southmins’cer is accepting onations. Now through Monday, April 24 you can Elace your con-~
o -"‘1:" I‘_‘_I tributions in either of the two donation boxes, located in the %Dé hallway and the church foyer.

A 9 Y

j All donations are aPPreciateciz ciiaPers, bedciing, clothing furniture, etc. - Mothers, you know
what babies need. Please consider lﬁelping this worthg cause. | hank you.

“Strcct 5aint5” Award

Gooc{citg, a leading Chicago not~1cor~Pro1cit organization in collaboration with T he Leaclership Foundations of
America, announced that 15 Chicago “street saints” were being recognizeci for their work in front-line ministry in
some of Chicago’s most imPoverished communities. Southminster has given support to three of these organizations:

Ms. Chergl Jol'mson, Research and Resource Center (RRO), Provic{es household items and furniture to families

tra nsitioning from shelters.

Mr. Mike T rout, YMIEN, prepares young men in the community for mature, Chris’cian Ieaclership, academic excel-

lence and outstanding service to others.

Ms. APril Bailey, Stancish Leaming (enter, works with grassroots service organizations in low-income, inner-city
ncighborhooc{s to create community entertainment Projects

SMFPC Book Discussion Opcration Ortolano
The SMFC BOOk DfSCUSSfOﬂ GrOuP will next ( \ A work crew of eight to ten People is Planning
/

meet on March i4at 10:45 at Marjorie LeoParcio’s to go to Gulﬂoor’c on ]:ebruarg 28 to work on
home, 806 S. Walnut, Arling’con T"‘leights to discuss ~ |l isa Or’colano’s house from March 2 through

the book 7 eacher Man: A /\//cmo/rbg Frank /‘ the 6. Theg Plan on Put’cing up clrg wall and
McCourt. completing otherinside work.

Joinus forafundiscussion. (Call Marj at 847.255.206% or Marg (Check in next month’s Spire for details of the
Kay Walsh at 847.255.5941 for cleta#s trip.

Congrcgational Mccting Minutes
At the Congregational Meeting on Februar9 12, Sklp Skeggs was acl(nowlec{gec{ for his years of service as
Nominating I Ider while Clara Hogreve and [ va Speec@ were acl(nowlec{gec{ for their service as [ Deacons.

BI” \/asilagombros was elected to serve as Fersonnel Elder, Joe Reibel] Sr. was elected to serve as Fropertg
Elc{er and Esther S‘(eggs was elected to serve a second term as Church~LiFe Elcler.

]sabe” Torber’c, Eleanor \/\/es’mca“ and Jerr3 \/\/eshca” were elected to a second term as Deacons, while Kareg

Bour‘(e and Sue Fctcrson were elected to serve as Deacons.

The Fo”owing lists the elected officers of the corPoration:

President Sandg Weicher

Vice Fresident (Cushman Gray

Secrctarg Ruth Van Witzenburg

| reasurer Meg /immermann (elected }33 Session per Pook of Order)
Financial Secretarg (Gail Rohlk

D TO GO INTO THE WORLD AS DISCIPLES 5




T his and T hat

Whale of a Sale

[Have you been waiting for an excuse to clean out your stutf? We all have more
stuffthan we need or want. We”i we have the Place for your stutf.

On Saturc{ag, Mag 20, 2006, the Church | ife and Worship (Committees are
coordinating a Whale of a Sale to be held at the church. \/\)je need your un-

wanted 5tu)q[to ma‘(e this event a success.

Proceeds of the sale will helP pay for the renovation of the lower-level Music Room as well as a new signin front of
our church.

We Plan to advertise this event and l'woPe to see many PeoPle from our church and neighborhood in attendance. [Tor
those “outsiders” who come, we'll have information available about our children’s,Junior/senior high programs, mis-
sion, and all of the activities and great opportu nities Southminster Provides.

Marg Kag Walsh and CatHeen \/on Oesen have agreed to lead this egor’c] and we already have about ten PeoPle
ogcring to either help orbe on the Steering (ommittee. [However, the more hands we have, the less work and
stress there is for each volunteer. \We need YOU‘ We need your stuffand your lﬁelp and we need you to invite

your friends, neiglﬁbors and relatives.

So iFangone is interested in helping on Mag 20, or if someone is interested in being on the Steering (ommittee for
this roject, Please either call the church at 847.%92.1060, Marg Kag at 847.255.5941 (mwalshioi8@aol.com) or
Es’cEcr Skcggs at847.41%.988% (cs’cherms@amcritech.nct).

0 e e o Fo T TR TR T o o TR0 0 T e e

Dear Southmins’cerw— | cannot tell you how much | aPPrcci—

A huge thank you to all of the Southminster indi-
viduals and families who helpecl make (Christmas so

ated the gi&s and recePtion you gave me. |t was trulg over-

whelmirxg. But, mos’clgi | must thank you Forgour]crienc{ship sPccial for 100 People who re|3 on Chris’copher

House. Also] a huge thank you to all the Deacons

Blessings to you all, who helpec{ Pac‘( up and label all the giF’cs and to Jeff
[ inda McCartg Miller for trucking it all to Logan Square.

|n addition, we collected $2,1 75.00 forfood. T his

We would like to thank all our church friends for the cards helpcc{ all of our families have a Plenthcul holiclag

and prayers for WI” cluring his treatments for bladder can- week.

and trust. ] treasure those ghcts above all else.

cer. Your kindness and concerns were greatl3 aPPreciatec{. Thank you Al Forgour constant and continued sup-

-Willand Clara ]—‘logreve port of this Project. [Have a wonderful 2006.

THANKYOU, THANKYOU, THANKYOU to our wonder‘Ful church members For their suPPor’c oF

the choir remoc{eling Pro'ect at Sunclag’s bake sale. Evergone was so generous - bringing in sweets and buging
sweets. We were overwhelmed with evergone‘s generositg.

~-Southminster (Choir
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OPPortunities

SPring of | ife Habitat for Humanitg Presents...

Circle Sunc{ag, March 26, 2006, on your calendar when SPring of | ife Habitat for Humanitg will once again
sponsor a fundraiser at the Metropolis T heaterin Arlington Heights. Flease come see Neil Simon's cleliglﬁtpul
Plaﬂ Bng/iton 563C/7 Memoirs at 3:00 p-m. that afternoon. | he ticket Price is $35.00; however, a dinner and thea-
ter ticket combo may be offered. Flease check the church bulletin for further details.

e play explores the Jerome ramily. | ite hasn't been easy tor them, but you would never know it from the tales

The play explores the Jerome Family. [ ife hasn't been easy For them, but you would never know it from the tal

told }33 ]+3ear~olc1 Eugene Jerome, Add together poverty, dePression, and war, not to mention the Pains of

growing up, and you've got a real cha“enge. Through it all, however, the Jerome’s stick together, and when you add
ugene's constant wisecracks, you get a witty and trulg unForgettable memoir.

HOPC you cangoin us for a wonderful evening of fun, remembering that the money raised goes to builcling another

home in Elgin Yy the marvelous volunteers from SPring of | ife Habitat for Humanitg.

Do Church in the Balcong Changcs in Our Church O#icc Sta{:{:ing

For anyone interested in exPeriencing a “behind- [[For some time, Bett9 Schwiesow and Doris Chute have 103~

the-scenes” look at Southmins’ceri Pleasejoin a”g shared the Position of s’caging our church office. We are

I rik Scalunc{ in a tour of the sanctuary loft. T rik lnow in the process of seel(ing to emplog a non-church member
will demonstrate how equipment is used to en- for 30 hours per week, Mond33 through ]:riclag, to give the po-
hance our worship service. sition added continuity and e]cmciciencg. Once we hire this indi-

vidual, Bettg will retire. (She wanted to work for two years

when she took this*ob, and that was 16+ years agol!) We hoPe

to continue to employ Doris on a limited, Par’c~time basis, assign-

SOme of the buttons are "wag" cool--as you, too,
can learn how to turn the sound down in the middle
of a sermon or turn it ur hcgou see People clozing
in the pews. I rik will als

ing her sPecial tasks where her exli)erience and i(nowlec{ge of
videos are Projectec{ on the sanctuary screens.

o show how images and

Southminster will be Par’cicularly CIPFuI.

For more information regarcling this transitioning process, con-
tact Marcia Parker at 847.%92.9010, Point person of the Per-
sonnel Minis’crg’s task force for this Position.

So come take a tour with us on March 6, begin~
ningat 7 p-m. Formore information, call | rik at

847.392.7%85.

Hggicnc Kits and Socks for the [Jomeless

The Night Ministry has served People on the nighttime streets of Chicago since 1976 — many are teens. ]magine
a c{ag without the comforts we take Forgrantecl such as general h giene items. [How can you help? During March,
Eighs will put the kits together. We will also be col-

the mission team will collect items for hggiene kits, and the senior
lecting new, white athletic socks of various sizes, which is a ma_jor need for the homeless.

A tgpical hggiene kit includes the Fo”owing, with the first two rows being @
most imPortant: (Flease Purchase TRA\/EL SIZE) /@

Soap T oothbrush LiP Balm Disposable Razors ~
Shampoo Toothpas’ce Wash Cloths Shaving Cream
| otion Deodorant T owelettes Comb/Bru sh

Missing! 111
]Fgou haPPenec{ to take home the globe vases containing flowers from the Frogressive Dinner, Please return them to

the church. Thank you.
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777@ Lffc You’vc A/ways Wantcc/ /75 Jo/m Ortburg

Weclncsclay, March i ~A5h Wednesday 7 p-m. - (Fami]y f:rienc”y)
“FreParing Our | ives for Gocl’s Trans{:orming Touch”

Sunday, March 5 T he Practice of Celebration (Ortburg 4) Rev. Barb [eter
Sunday, March 12 T he [ractice of Prayer (Ortburg 6) Dr. Steve [ierce
Sunday, March 19 T he Practice of Confession (Ortburg 8) Dr. Steve [ierce
Sunday, March 26 T he [ractice of Secrecy (Ortburg 10) Dr. Matsushima




