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The Spire 

A Restart of SOLOA Restart of SOLOA Restart of SOLOA Restart of SOLO    
 

You are invited to join or rejoin groups for the study of Eugene Peterson’s unique devotional, SOLO.  As we 
deepen our connection with God through the study of His word, we hope members will support one another 
through group dialogue. 

 

Chose one or more of the following small groups: 

 

   E-mail Group 
   Men’s Wednesday Morning Group 
   Pastor’s Brown Bag Lunch Group 
   Tuesday Evening Group 
   Moorings’ Group 
   Young Women’s Sunday Group 
   Couples/Dyads 
   Young Families’ Group 

 

Please look for sign-up sheets where coffee is served.  If you would like your own copy of 
SOLO, please indicate this on the sign-up sheet or talk to any one of the Discipling Team:  
Marj Leopardo, Kathy Erickson, Jean Ward, Jean Reibel, Melissa Parks or Pastor Steve. 

We Need Your PictureWe Need Your PictureWe Need Your PictureWe Need Your Picture     

 

We hope to have as many of our church family as possible included in our new 
pictorial, but many of you have not yet made appointments to have your picture 
taken.  Portraits will be taken at Southminiser on the following days:   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Any pictures ordered will be received by the first week in December – just in time for Christmas!  

 

Sign up is easy.  Choose whichever option works best for you: 

 
 

• Go to www.southminsterchurchah.org and click on the Church Pictorial link to register. 

• Schedule your appointment by calling Jane Martin at 847.797.1936. 

• Call the Church Office.  

Thursday, September 18  3:00—9:00 
Friday, September 19   3:00—8:30 
Saturday, September 20  10:00—4:00 



Transitions as God’s OpportunitiesTransitions as God’s OpportunitiesTransitions as God’s OpportunitiesTransitions as God’s Opportunities    
The conference speakers at “The Leadership Summit” at Willow Creek Com-
munity Church were stimulating.  I could identify—all of them had moved though a 
difficult, challenging time. 

 

For Wendy Kopp, the challenge was how to address the disparity between 
core-city public education and suburban education.  Her response, “We’re go-
ing to solve this problem!” and she started Teach for America, which is having a 

profoundly positive impact on core-city education. 

 

For John Burke, the challenge was helping unchurched people become connected to God.  He 
founded the Emerging Leadership Initiative.  “Our job is not fixing others . . . that’s God’s job,” he 
said. 

 

For Craig Groeschel, the challenge was helping people become fully devoted followers of Jesus 
Christ.  He’s the senior pastor of LifeChurch.tv.  He said, “See opportunities where others see 
obstacles.  We have everything we need to do what we need to do—if we rely on God.” 

 

We are faced with the challenge of transitioning through the departure of Lolly and Matt.  I needed 
to hear the message of these men and women of Faith who, with God’s help, have moved through 
challenges. 

 

I have been praying about these transitions and have come to the following perspective: 

 

    The church/this church is God’s. 
   God’s got a plan. 
   We’re going to solve these staffing transition opportunities. 
   We won’t fix it, but God can and will! 
   Transitions are God’s opportunities. 
   God has given us and will continue to give us what we need. 
   It’s all about our faithfulness. 

 

So, with God’s guidance and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, we move into God’s future. 

 

Traveling in Faith with you,   Steve 
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Dear Friends in Christ,Dear Friends in Christ,Dear Friends in Christ,Dear Friends in Christ,    
    

As you know, I have resigned from my position as your Associate Pastor 
due to the increasing demands of my Ph.D. program, and a desire to spend 
more time with my husband as he addresses nutritional, rest, and other health 
needs. 

 

It is with such deep sadness that I leave this wonderful church family!  I will so 
miss seeing you and sharing in the journey of Christian life and ministry to-

gether.  My last day with you will be Sunday, September 14.  I hope to see you then or be-
forehand so that we may share a more personal good-bye together. 

 

Thank you for allowing me to love and serve Christ with you, for supporting me in my time 
and ministry among you, and for sharing your lives with me over these last five years.  You 
have been such a blessing to me—and I know you will continue to be a blessing to all whose 
lives you touch! 

 

In Christ’s love,   Pastor Lolly 



Have you ever been lost?  Have you ever had that funny feeling in 
your stomach when you didn’t know where you were or where you 
were going?  Then you must have felt just like Abraham!   
 
Abraham was not lost… exactly… but God told him to pack up and 
leave his home.  Just like that!  There was only one problem…God 
didn’t tell Abraham where he was going!  AHHHHH!   
 
The Kingdom Doors Kids will be learning all about Abraham in their 
new unit “The Promise Travelers – Abraham and Sarah.”  By trust-

ing in God’s promises, Abraham and Sarah show the children how they can lead a faithful and 
obedient life.   Take a moment to visit us in Kingdom Doors this fall to learn more about Abra-
ham and Sarah with us! 
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Children’s CornerChildren’s CornerChildren’s CornerChildren’s Corner    
"Train a child in the way he should go,  

and when he is old he will not turn from it." Proverbs 22:6 

In Kiddie Kingdom this September, we will be learning all about how 
God made EVERYTHING!  We will be doing some fun activities and 
singing songs that will help us to remember the Genesis story about 
how “God made the world and everything in it.” Acts 17:24 
 

What are some of the things that God made that you like best? 
Take a moment right now to say a prayer thanking Him for them! 

AllAllAllAll----Church RetreatChurch RetreatChurch RetreatChurch Retreat    
Friday – Sunday, October 3 – 5, 2008 

Conference Point at Williams Bay, Wisconsin (Lake Geneva) 
 
Retreat Theme:  “Sensing God” 

 

A retreat for all ages – Richard Smith, interim pastor of The Church of 
the Cross in Hoffman Estates, will be teaching “Contemplative Pho-
tography” and how it enhances our faith.  We will experience all our 
senses . . . including taste, by sharing meals together. 

 

Our reserved facilities are available Friday evening through Sunday.  
We encourage you to enjoy it as much as you can.  For specifics, see the 
link on the church website www.southminsterchurchah, the Church Life 
board, or Eva Speedy. 
 
 

Reserve your place(s) now! 
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                             The Places and People of the New Testament The Places and People of the New Testament The Places and People of the New Testament The Places and People of the New Testament            

                                                                          

Have you ever wished to join a tour of the New Testament Biblical Sites?  Ray Vander Laan's new video se-
ries, In the Dust of the Rabbi, takes participants on a sweeping journey through Galilee and Asia Minor, show-
ing the actual sites of Biblical happenings.  Vander Laan makes the Bible come alive as he guides us through 
historical sites, explaining the importance of each location.  Weaving together the Bible's fascinating historical, 
cultural, religious and geographical contexts, he reveals insights into the Scripture's significance for today's be-
lievers.  The series includes the following five sessions: 

 

    When the Rabbi says, “Come” 
    When the Rabbi says, “Go” 
    The Presence of God:  A Countercultural Community 
    Living Stones 
    The Very Words of God 

  

YOU are invited to join other seekers in exploring the people and places of the New Testament beginning 
Sunday, September 21 in the library at the mid-hour (10:10 – 10:50 a.m.). 

  

What if twenty steps across a room could change a life? 
Just Walk Across the Room could do just that! 

  

Any of the 30+ Southminsterites who have participated in this life-changing event can share with you 
many positive experiences. 

 

Steve Pierce and others will facilitate this program beginning Tuesday, September 30 in the Chapel 
and continuing for four consecutive Tuesdays from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  Child-care is available.   

   

This DVD series shares personal, inspiring stories that teach us how to develop friendships with 
people who are far from God, reach out to them in a natural way, and discover the stories behind their 
own life journey.   

  

We will write our own faith story of about 100 words, and in God’s time, we will share it with someone 
else whose life might change. 

  

Look for sign-up sheets where coffee is served, and direct any questions to the Discipling Team.   

  

Just Walk Across the RoomJust Walk Across the RoomJust Walk Across the RoomJust Walk Across the Room    
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Sunday Worship in SeptemberSunday Worship in SeptemberSunday Worship in SeptemberSunday Worship in September    
    

    

9:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship 11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

(Sunday Messages are based on the SOLO text of the day.) 

 

 

September 7 – SOLO Day 215 

Matthew 27:45-54 

Message:  My God, Why? 
Steve Pierce, Worship Leader 

Ordination and Installation of Elders 

 

 

September 14 – Holy Communion – SOLO Day 222 

Mark 14:66-72 

Message:  Peter Blows It 

Lolly Dominski, Wo 

rship Leader 

 

 

September 21 – SOLO Day 229 

Luke 15:1-10 

Message:  Lost and Found 
Steve Pierce, Worship Leader 

 

 

September 28 – PDO Dedication Sunday – SOLO Day 236 

John 5:1-9 

Message:  Do You Want to Get Well? 
Steve Pierce, Worship Leader 



 

Mark your calendars for our annual Progressive Dinner on Saturday, Novem-
ber 15.  For those who have never attended, don’t miss this opportunity for a 
great evening of good food, great conversation, and potential new friends.     
 
This is how it works:  At 5:30 we’ll meet at the church for hors d’oeuvres and 
conversation.  From there we’ll divide up into groups of 8 to 12 and go to vari-
ous homes for dinner.  At 8:45 we’ll all gather again at someone else’s home for 
dessert.   
 
Everyone participates in the dinner, as all attendees are asked to provide an 
hors d’oeuvres, side dish, or salad for the dinner.  Each host family is provided 
with the main course and wine.  (A charge of $10 per person helps cover our 
costs.)     
 
We encourage everyone to join us for a fun evening.  Beginning after service 
on October 19, Church Life team members will be ready and available with 
clipboards in hand to sign you up and answer any questions.  
 
If you’ve never attended, we encourage you to give it a try.  Those who go 
once tend to make the progressive dinner an annual event.     
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Annual Progressive Dinner Annual Progressive Dinner Annual Progressive Dinner Annual Progressive Dinner –––– Saturday, November 15 Saturday, November 15 Saturday, November 15 Saturday, November 15    

The KnittersThe KnittersThe KnittersThe Knitters (a new small group)  
 
Bring your yarn and needles and join us in the Barnabas Room, Wednesday 
September 17 at 10:00 a.m. – pros or wannabees.  We will be knitting prayer 
shawls, scarves, hats, mittens, etc. to give to those in need.  Questions?  Talk to 
Louise Gray at 847.981.1887. 



 

 

I Really Liked/Didn’t Like That Song! 
Every now and then, a song we sing in worship elicits a large emotional response.  For 
example, this past summer, The David Crowder Band’s rendition of the “Doxology” 
prompted vastly differing opinions.  A few people left during the song while others 
came forward at the end of service to explain how meaningful it was to them.  So how 

does a music director use such varied opinions to craft a worship experience?  It’s difficult and challenging. 

 

First and foremost, the worship experience is meant to enable us to worship God with all our hearts, 
minds, bodies and souls.  It’s not about getting what we want, but giving God our full-on worship.  So 
technically (and theologically), people’s opinions shouldn’t matter.  But the reality is that people’s opin-
ions must be considered when crafting a worship experience.   

 

Here’s a sampling of the criteria we use when selecting songs:  Does it uplift God?  Does it support the 
theme of the worship experience?  Is it meant to be a song of praise, lament, confession or offering?  How 
will those singing it receive it?  That last question is very important.  We strive each week to create a bal-
anced atmosphere that not only inspires people to worship but also ensures God remains the focus of 
our worship. 

 

Karlynn Anderson 
 

Don’t forget to visit us at http://spcptbuzz.wikispaces.com 

Join Us! 
If you desire to share the musical gift the Lord has blessed you with, please feel free to join 
in with the Praise Team (Thursday rehearsal), Jubilee Ringers (Tuesday Rehearsal), or 

Sanctuary Choir (Wednesday rehearsal). 

 

For information about the Praise Team, 
call Karlynn Anderson at 847.577.1464 

or email:  karlynn@comcast.net  

 

For information about the Traditional Music Ministries, 
call Dan Wade at 312.865.9938 
or email: dpwmusic@comcast.net 

M u s i c     N o t e sM u s i c     N o t e sM u s i c     N o t e sM u s i c     N o t e s    
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Our Mission: 
To invite, to nurture, and to go 

To invite all people to share in God’s compelling love 
To nurture a Christ-centered faith that works in everyday life 

To go into the world as disciples 
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