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The Holy Week 2008
Seeing God in New Ways

March 16, 2008

Palm/Passion Sunday
Worship Services: T raditional 9:00 a.m. Contemporary 11:00 a.m.

Matthew 20:29-21:11 (Palm) “Believing Who We See”
P Philippians 2:5-11 (Passion) “T he Passion of Christ”

March 20, 2008
Maundy T hursday

Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 “Downward Mobility”

March 21, 2008
Good Friday

Worship Service at Noon in the Chapel
Contemplating the Biblical Stations of the Cross

March 23, 2008

Easter
Worship Services: T raditional 9:00 am. Contemporary-11:00 a.m.

Celebrating the Resurrection with Holy Communion
John 20:1-18 “You're Invited — Comeand See”
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It Can't Be Easter Already?!

Easter is meant to catch us off guard — theologically speaking!

Easteris...
a shocking surprise.
amiracle.
God’s protest against death.
the inspiration for hope.
amystery.
a continuing process.
March 23"

Easter is “the day” that defines our faith.
What is Easter to you?

May this season of Lent be an opportunity for each of us to examine the biblical narratives that de-
scribe this incredible event — Easter. | invite you to dig deep into Easter. T he implications are life
changing.

“..he has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee, there you will see
him.’(Matthew 28:7)

Surprised with you,
Pastor Steve

Pilgrim’s Kit ... Four

What more can we, of the 21st century, glean from Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progresswritten
in the 17th century?

DESIRE: To permit oneself to be “born again,” trusting and expectant to experi-
ence uniquely the new life of the Divine.

Christian, our lead character on pilgrimage, meets “Mr. Worldly Wiseman.” He warns
our sinful traveler: “lifting one’s burdens by pilgrimage is dangerous and troublesome.” Yet this sup-
posed wiseman was a stranger without credentials, while Christian was still a spiritual “child,” taking the
advice of anyone who spoke with an air of authority.

Though Christian was desperate to be rid of the sinful burden he carried in his backpack, his real bur-
den came from reading the Bible as knowledge of the law rather than as the compassionate love of Je-
sus Christ.

T he wiseman advised Christian to settle in at the village of Morality, where lives Legality. In this man-
ner, if Christian were only to follow the law and prescribed rules and observe the customs of morality, he
would have no need for individual effort and individual salvation.

Christian forgot the true aim of his journey: to personally experience the presence of God and to savor
the vision of being one with God.

DILEMMA: We are as confused as was Nicodemus and Mr. Worldly Wiseman about the meaning of
being “born from above” by the wind of God, the Spirit of God (John 3:8).

WORD: “But anyone working and living in truth and reality welcomes God-light, so the work can be
seen for the God-work it is” (Peterson’s So/o, John 3:21).

TOOL.: Challenge ourselves in a usual setting: to see one new thing each day. Move closer to the
secret heart of the world—learn to notice what others ignore. Find the essence of every place you go,
seeing beyond the veil of tourism. As Yogi Berra said, “If you come to a fork in the road, take it!”

Blessings on your path to oneness with God,
Pastor Barb on Longwood




Examining our Consciousness of God in our Lives

Dear Friends,

During Lent,
as we prepare
to celebrate the
sacrifice Jesus
made for us on
Good Friday,
we spend time
reflecting on how well we follow
Christ’s teachings in our lives.
We repent of our sins, and seek
God's forgiveness and help in
changing our attitudes and be-
haviors. One spiritual practice
that can be helpful in doing this
is the consciousness examen.

The consciousness examenwas
developed by St. Ignatius and
has been a spiritual practice of
the Jesuit tradition for more
than 500 years. Itis a brief
method of examining one’s life
each day. Ignatius felt this exer-
cise was a gift from God that
enriched his spiritual life by al-
lowing him to grow in his discern-
ment of God'’s voice in his heart

and God'’s presence, involvement,
and will in his everyday life. No-
tice that the consciousness ex-
amenis an examination of con-
sciousness rather than con-
scliencel

Here is one version of the con-
scliousness examenthat can be
used to close one’s day with
prayer to our loving God:

Ovrientation and Centering. Re-
member that you are in the pres-
ence of God at this moment and
at all times.

T hanksgiving. Spend a moment
looking over your day with grati-
tude for this day’s gifts. What
are you thankful for? Recall small
blessings as well as bigger ones.

Discernment of Spirits. How is
the Holy Spirit working in your
life now? How is the power of evil
trying to work in your life?

Confession Review the events
of the day and your actions,
words, and thoughts with God.

Where did you act out of love
or fail to act out of love?
Where might you have sought
Christ’s guidance? Repent for
those times where you ne-
glected God'’s ways, and seek
God’s forgiveness and help in
walking more closely with
Christ tomorrow.

Intercession. Lift persons or
situations to God, asking God
to bring them to greater whole-
ness.

Praise. Close your time with
God by praising God in spe-
cific ways for who God is and
what God has done.

| hope you will join me in practic-
ing this spiritual exercise for the
rest of the Lenten season. My
prayer is that it will help us all to
walk through each day more
closely with Christ!

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Lolly

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) Offering

The OGHS Offering is the first of four special offerings collected by the

Presbyterian Church (USA) during the year.

Described below are the three programs that the OGHS supports. Sunday bul-

letin inserts will give a short vignette of how these programs have benefited some of

the many people served.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: T his program responds to disasters (such as earthquakes,
storms, floods, wars etc.) by ministering to victims and refugees affected by the disaster. PC
(USA) partners with several other Christian denominations in the distribution of these funds,
using connectional affiliates in and near the disaster area to identify specific needs.

Presbyterian Hunger Program: T his program works to alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes,
responding with compassion and advocating justice for the poor and homeless people in local
communities and nations throughout the world.

Self-Development of People: This program partners with groups of people who are oppressed

by poverty or a social system that does not recognize the
dignity of mankind. T he partnership allows people to take charge of their own lives and endeav-

ors and helps them become organized so they may produce long-term benefits for the community.

A\d is given as start-up funds and guidance for a local cooperative, village sanitation system, or
some other project that will benefit the community.
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“L_et the children come to me and do not hinder them
for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Mark 10:14

Southminster’'s Top Ten Reasons to Help Our Children

Kiddie Kingdom, Kingdom Doors, Vacation Bible School, Summer Garden, Chapel Time,
Fellowship Friday, Nursery Care, Children’s Choir...all of these ministry programs help the
children grow in faith. But did you know that helping them grow in their faith will help you grow in
yours? Here are our top 10 blessings you'll receive when you volunteer in T he Kingdom:

Have fun

Learn new “stuff”
Develop skills

Share God’s love

Get to know the children

T ouch lives

Meet new friends

Be creative

© ® N o ks~ DNPRE

. Feel appreciated
10. Experience joy What you leave behind is not what is

engraved in stone monuments, but what
is woven into the lives of others.

- Pericles
Easter Road Trip Through Israel *

Did you know that Easter is just around the corner? Easter baskets, colored eggs, and the
Easter bunny are some things you might think of when it comes to Easter. But the real reason we
celebrate Easter is because of Jesus!

In Kingdom Doors we are taking a ROAD TRIP through Israel to learn and experience the
Easter story. When the children come each Sunday, they will begin another Jerusalem T ours’
Trip. Ateach stop, they will be able to do fun things like watch a video (with popcorn), do a drama,
play a game, make a movie, and have fun with art and music! Feel free to come up for a visit or sit in
on a lesson!
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100% Mlission Mission Trip to New Orleans
What have you done for the As of this writing, six people have committed to the 2008
100% mission campaign this adult mission trip to New Orleans. Jay Haack will once
month? Many people have again be the supervisor. Sandy Pifer and Jean Walker, mis-
already filled in the forms and sion elders, will be joined by Peggy Homuth, Mark Nokes,
told us what great things they and Keith North. We are confident
are doing. How about \\ that this mission team will provide much
you? T he Mission Work (\ needed repair work for a needy family
Box is on the table in the .‘-/’ in New Orleans. Please keep themin
foyer. ' , K your prayers as they travel to New

-’ Orleans at the end of February.

Mission Discipling Classes

Mission had a wonderful turnout for our January discipling classes. T he Mission T eam would
like to thank the Discipling T eam for giving us the opportunity to highlight some of the out-
standing programs that Southminster supports. January 6, twenty people attended the pres-
entation by Bob Reynolds, Executive Presbyter, about the ongoing work of the Chicago
Presbytery. On January 13, fifty people came to hear from Steve and Kathy about the ex-
citing work being done in Albania. One of the mission team’s goals this year is to work towards
eliminating hunger in our world. Over 30 people on January 20 were inspired by Janet
Young's presentation regarding the work of Church World Service and hunger issues. Fi-
nally on January 27, Richard Williams, Campus minister at UIC, enlightened us on the minis-
try his group is doing with college students at Agape House.

If you participated in one of these programs, you have given one hour to furthering your knowl-
edge of mission and are helping us reach our second goal of 100% participation in 2008.

Gift Wrapping for Habitat for Humanity

A special thank you to all who volunteered to do gift wrapping at
Barnes and Noble over the Christmas holidays. The Spring of
Life Habitat for Humanity raised over $5000. T his money will be
used to build our sixth house located in Elgin. Watch the Spire for
building opportunities this spring.

Blanket Drive

On February 12, we delivered 66 blankets to Cheryl Johnson, the executive
director of RRC in Chicago. T he jeep was full, snow was on the ground, and
lots of love was in our hearts as we delivered these wonderful gifts from the
very caring people of Southminster church. Itis hard to image going to bed at
night without enough covers to keep warm. Jesus told us to serve and South-
minster just keeps stepping up to the plate. For many of you, this was your
first of many steps towards your mission covenant for 2008.

Thank you from the Mission T eam!




e, - The annual Christopher House baby
e {:\ Chris House Baby Shower g, 5cr vl be held on Tuesday,

: f o I'n Avpril 22. Our congregation has always been very generous in providing new baby

T,

;'.I 4, gifts for these new (or soon-to-be) mothers. Boxes marked "Chris House Baby
AZE Shower” will be located in the Christian Education Wing beginning Sunday, March
16. Diapers, baby care items, Dreft laundry detergent, breast pumps, and baby monitors are some of

the items that would be appreciated, as well as clothing for infants through two years.

Prayer Shawls

We are still making and giving away prayer shawls as well as looking for people who would like to help
make them. Prayers of joy, hope, comfort, encouragement, and other sentiments are knitted or cro-
cheted into these shawls and given to others. If you know of someone who needs one, please talk to
Pastor Steve, Pastor Lolly, any or the Deacons, or Louise Gray.

Shawl patterns and further information are available through Louise Gray at 847.981.1887.

SOLO and Beyond: Adult Discipleship in March

Our SOLO journey is well underway—and we hope everyone has found a discussion group to be part
of. If you haven’t, contact Marj Leopordo at marjleopardo@yahoo.com, and she’ll help you get con-
nected. There are a variety of groups that meet at different days and times—so pick one that best fits
your schedule.

In March, we hope you join us in the library during the Sunday education hour (10 a.m.-11 a.m.) for dis-
cussion of and encouragement from God’s Word. Here’s our March lineup:

March 2: SOLO study.

March 9: Last SOLO study.

March 16: Pastor Steve will walk us through Holy Week, sharing the meaning behind the traditions
and symbols.

March 23: Easter Sunday; no adult education.
March 30: SOLO Revival. Join us and share what you are particularly enjoying about the study,
what you are learning, and how we can help you stay the course.
You're invited!
“Just Walk Across the Room’

... amini retreat

When: Saturday, March 8, 2008
Time: 9:00 a.m.—2:30 p.m.
Place: The Peterson Chapel and the Library of Southminster

What Is It? A\ natural and empowering approach to learn how to share your faith story with
others — featuring Bill Hybels of Willow Creek ... Inviting #101!

Whoisitfor?  Allmembers, friends, elders, and deacons.
Cost: Free and a great lunch, too!

Feedback from “Just Walk Across the Room” (Jan. 2008)

“It went fast.” “l enjoyeditall.” “A great opportunity to get to know people bet
ter.” “l would recommend this program to the board group of our church.” “Itis
very enlightening.”

Reservations requested. RSVP Pastor Steve or Diane in the church office by March 5, 2008.
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Southminster Presbyterian Church
916 East Central Road Awrlington Heights, 11linois 60005 Phone: 847.392.1060 Fax: 847.392.8010 www.southminsterchurchah.org

Parents' Day Out/ Wee Care and Share
Registration Dates for Fall 2008

PDO will hold registration for Southminster members, their families, and families currently
enrolled in the program on Saturday, April 19 at 8:00 a.m. in the church’s library. PDO is
available T uesday through Friday from 9:00a.m. until 1:00 p.m. We accept children age
12 months through 5 years of age. Children may attend up to 2 days per week depending
on availability. The cost of the program is $78.00 per month for one day a week and
$156.00 per month for 2 days’ attendance.

We invite you to preview our rooms anytime if you are interested in joining our programs. T he staff is always willing
to answer any questions you may have. Registration will open to the public on Saturday, April 26 at 8:00 a.m.

Who: Wee Care and Share at Southminster
What: Parents' Day Out Fall 2008 registration
When: Saturday, April 19 8:00 a.m.

Where: Southminster Library

Questions? Please call Tricia Ondracek at 847.392.2025.

Our Mlission:
To invite, to nurture, and to go
To invite all people to share in God’s compelling love
To nurture a Christ-centered faith that works In everyday life
To go into the world as disciples



MUSIC [ NOTES

Going Solo.... So much of our daily lives are filled with group activities, from
working with others to worshiping with others. In the Southmin-
ster Music Ministries, much of our work involves “the group.” We sing together, we ring together, we rehearse to-
gether, we work out songs together, in essence — we create together. When a group of people works toward the
same goal, the result can be quite powerful and moving. However, there are times when a solo can be more powerful,
more meaningful, more...

| remember the first anniversary of 9/11. 1was living in East Boston, across the street from East Boston High
School. While working at my desk, | suddenly heard a solo trumpet playing 7aps. |looked out my window to see a
lone student, dressed in full R.O.T.C. uniform, standing on the front steps of the school, playing this haunting solo
in remembrance. As he continued, a small group of my neighbors gathered nearby to listen, others leaned out of
their windows or stood on their porches. All of us listened in absolute silence. Nothing stirred, not even the wind. It
seemed as though even nature paused for a moment to listen and remember. \When finished, the soloist stood for a
moment, head bowed, then turned and entered the school. | watched my neighbors go back to their homes, most
hand in hand, others with their arm across the shoulder of a friend. T here were even a few hugs mixed with light snif-
fles and sobs. T his one student, performing a solo piece of music, managed to cause a very powerful and deep reac-
tion in those who heard him play.

The act of communing with the Lord, in solitude, possesses a greater power to move us. Each prayer, each act of
reading scripture, each meditation, each solo (as it were), brings us closer to the Lord and promotes a deeper under-
standing of His love. There is no greater love than that which the Lord has for us. “For God so loved the woria,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” —
John 3:16. - Dan Wade

A Word of Thanks We Still Need Your Help!!

Thank you to all who donated While the Valentine’'s Bake Sale brought us closer to covering the costs of the
baked goods or purchased items  spring concert, we still have a good way to go! We are seeking donors to con-
at the annual Traditional Music  tribute to our concert fund. Donors will be listed in the concert program (unless
Ministries Valentine’s Bake Sale. you wish to make an anonymous donation) under the following giving levels:
This year's sale was a tremendous Contributor:  $49 or less
success! By the time we packed _

. Sponsor: $50—$99
up after the 11 a.m. service, we had i

Patron: $100 or more

sold nearly all of the gooey,
chocolaty, crunchy, creamy items
we had for sale. The proceeds
from this year’s sale will help fund

our annual spring concert on Sat- , N
urday, April 12, which will feature If you would like to make a contribution, please contact me at 312.865.9938 or

over 40 singers performing Gloria €Mmail dpwmusic@comcast.net or Mary Kay Walsh at 847.255.5941 or email
by Antonio Vivialdi. mwalsh1018@aol.com. Please consider making a donation to this vital T radi-
tional Music Ministries event!

In addition to presenting quality performances of classical masterpieces, our
annual spring concerts invite the community to come to Southminster and wit-
ness the glory of the Lord through musical expression.

A Note; Join Us!

Karlynn is away on Come share in the joy of creating music for the Lord! If you desire to share the musical gift

vacation. We wish the Lord has blessed you with, please feel free to join the Praise Team (T hursday rehears-
her a happy and safe als), Jubilee Ringers (T uesday rehearsals), or Sanctuary Choir (Wednesday rehearsals).

return and look for-

ward to her next con- For information about the Praise Team, call Karlynn Anderson
tribution to Music 847.577.1464 or email karlynn@comcast.net
Notes in the April For information about the T raditional Music Ministries, call Dan Wade

edition of the Spire. 312.865.9938 or email dpwmusic@comcast.net




